< -4 pleafant conceited Comedie: 

At Chriftmas I no more defirc a Rofe, 

Then vwfli a Snow in Mayes new fanned fh OWPC , 

Rut like ofeach thing that m feafon growes, 

Soyou to ftudie now it is too late, * 

C/ymbc ore thehoufeto vnlockethe little gate 
Ferd. W ell, fit you out : go home 'Berowne. z due 

a Nonjy g 0 od.L°rd, Jhaue^neto flay ^ von 

And though 1 haue tor barbatifme fpokemore Y Y 
Then tor that Angell knowledge you can fay 
Yet confident lie keepe what I haue fwornc 3 
And bide the pennance of each three yeeres day 
Giueme thcpaper,Ietme readethefame, ** 

And to the ftrifteft decrees lie write my name, 

Fcr. How well this yeeld.ng refeewes thee from /ham* 
'Be, . Item, That no woman fhall come within .a mvle of 
my Court. Hath this bin proclaymed? 

Long. Foure dayes ago* 

Long. MarriethatdidI, 

Bero. Sweete Lord and why? 

Long. To fright themhence with that dread penaltie 
A dangerous la wagainft gentletic. 

Item, Yfany man be feene to talke with a woman within 
die tcarmeof three yeerc S> he fhall indure fuch publibue 
name as the reft of the Court can posfible deui/e, 

^ This Article my liedge your felfe muft breake. 

For well you know here comes in Embaflaie, 

Jhf/^nch kinges daughter with your felfe to fpcakes 
A Maide ofgrace and complet maieftic. 

About furrender vp of ^Aquitaine, 

To her decrepit, fickej and bedred Father. 

Therefore this Article is made in vaine ? 

Or vainely comes ch^admircd Princetfe hither. 

Ferd* What /ay you L ordes?wfay, this was quite forgot* , 
p er \ cuermore is ouerflhot, 

Wnile it doth ftudie to haue what it would. 
l£dqdi forget to do die thing it jfhould* . 
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called Lottes Labor' slojl. 

And when it hath the thing it huntethmoft, 
inn as townes with fire, fo won fo 
W e muft offorce difpence with this Decree, 

Shee muft lie heere on meere necefiitie. 

Ber Neceffitic will make vs all forfworne 
Three thoufand times within this three yeeres fpace. 
For euery man with his affeaes is borne. 

Not by might maftred.but by fpcciall grace. 

If I breake fayth,this word fhall fpcake for me, 
Iamforfworne on meere neccflitie. 

So to the Lawcs at large I write my n ame. 

And he thatbreakes them in the! leaft degree, 
Standesin attainder ofcternall lhame. 

Suggcftions are to other as to me: 

But I belceue although I ieeme fo loth, 

I ahi the laft that will laft keepe his otn. 

But is there no quicke recreation graunted? 

Ferd. 1 that there is,our Courtyou know is haunted 
With a refined trauailer ofSpainc, 

A man in all the worldes new fafhion planted, 

That hath a mint of phrafes in his braine: 

On who the mufiqueofhis ownevaine tongue 
Doth rauifh like inchannting harmoniet 
A man of complements whom right and wrong 
Haue chofe as vmpier of their mutenie. 

This childeof Fancie that Armado hight. 


In high borne wordes due Worth ofmany a Knight: 
From tawnie Spainc loft in the worldes debate. 
How you delight my Lords I know not I, 

ButI proreft I loue to hcare him lie. 

And I will vfe him for my Minftrelfie. 

Bero. esfrmado is a moft llluftrious wight, 
Amanoffier new wordes, Fafhionsowne knight. 

Lon. (oflard the fwaine and he, fhalbe ourfport. 
And fo to ftudie three yeeres is but fhort. 
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